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SETTING THE CONTEXT

In this study, we begin to examine the
natufe and scope of a tioubling social
phenomenon: sexual telationships

between girls ages 10-15 and adult men age 20
and older. 'I here is growingevidence — both
anecdotal and statistical — to validate the

existence of the problem. Social workers,
educators, and medical prolessionals increas
ingly report young girls' pairings with much
older partners. In addition to emergingdata
about the paternity of young girls' babies,
data about girls' rales of sexual activity,
histories ol" sexual abuse, and infection

from sexually transmitted diseases supports
these reports.

Young girls age 15 and under are generally
considered to be neither legally nor devel-
opmentally capable of consenting to sexual
iTelaiionships with adults. Sexual involvement
with adult men is defined as exploitative
for these young girls because the relation
ships are inherently unequal. Yet society
often fails to distinguish these younger
girls from older teens: the social welfare
and criminalJustice systems rarely inter
vene with ellorts at either j^revention or
prosecution, or do so at an insunicieni rate.

Social service providers have witnessed
this disturbing pattern for some time, but
their reports have generally failed to galva
nize community-wide responses. In our
reseaich we were told, for example, that

this is a societal problem which for too
long has been "swept under the rug."
Prosecutors who handle the relatively small
number of statutory rape cases echo that
sentiment, juries mv reported as not taking
statutoiy rape cases seriously. Tlite'e possible

explanations are olfered; leenage girls
are often hostile to prosecutiftn and do
not make sympathetic victims; teen girls
often look and act older than they are,
promptingjuries to view them as seductive
or manipulative; and society is generally
accepting of youngerwoman^lder man
relationships. It is dilllcult to draw a
bright line defining which relationships
are appropriate and which are not.

The problem is complex. Communities
are stt\iggling to reach consensus on matters

of private sexual conduct. In an effort to
assist in the dialogue, research findings
front a variety of disciplines were reviewed,
and are reported below. Wliile somestudies
focus on adolescents of age gioups different
from this project (e.g., 15 to 19 year olds
versus 10 to 15 year olds), the research is
drawing attention to various facets of the
nature and scope of adolescent sexuality
and girls' older sexual partners. Some of
these areas of inquiry inclutle: sexual
activity of adolescent girls (voluntary and
involuntary); consequences of adolescent
sexual behavior; adult men involved in

sexual relationships with teen girls; and
wha.^ attracts young teen girls to adult men.

The reason my

mother doesn't

like me to date

older men is

because my dad

was 20 years older

than her. She says

an older man

wants you to cook

for them, clean, do

a lot of things, but

they don't treat you

right sometimes.

And she's afraid

that might happen

to me. And it

did happen...
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depend on many lactors. These include
the relalionsiiip bclvveen ihe girl and her
abuser, the maturity of the girl, and the
duration and type of abuse.

i

A study oT incest sun'ivors by Kempe
concluded that when incest occurs before

adolescence and stops when the child
matures, there is an opportunity for heal
ing. However, if the child continues to be
sexually abused by a family member dur
ing her adolescence, the sexual abuse has
disastrous consequences. As a result, the
young adolescent girl understands that to
give and receive sexual pleasure to the
older man who is abusing her is the one
way to receive approval from him. He
reinforces her giving her sexual favors
through various means t)f encouiagenicnt:
clothes, gifts, rides in cars.

Adolescence is the period of developtnent
in a young girl's life when she forms her
identity. If she is lepeatedlysexually victim
ized during this time, she is, in effect,
learning that she is a sex object. From
now on, the girl may see herself only as
the sexualized object of a man's desires.'"

As the long-term consequences of these
relationships are studied more thoroughly,
researchers have come to some conclusions

about young women whose sexual experi
ences are early and involuntary. Young
womenwho have been exploited sexually
may exhibit low self-esteem; suffer from
clinical tlejrrcssion; and may exhibit suicidal
tendencies. In a 1997 study of pregnant
adolescents at a Rhode Island community
health center, Rubin reported that girls in
sexual relationships with older men had

been initially .sexually abusetl by a family
member or an older male actjuaintance.'''

A rccenl studyly Widom of the University
of Albany's School of Criminal justice
compared a gi'oup ol (>7() women and men
whowere sexually aircl physically abused an<l
neglected as children with .520 who were
not victims ol'childhood abuse or neglect.
The study found that childhood sexual
abuse and neglect was not correlated with
teenage pregnancy or promiscuity, contra
dictingearlier studies that linked earlyabuse
to teenage pregnancy. However, Widom
found that early childhood sexual abuse
and neglect signillcantly increased the risk
of ptx)stittiLion among females. 1lie Widom
study offers a limited |)erspective because
the s»jbjects studied were asked to report
on victimization that occurred when they
weit.' younger than 11. Mnally, the piegnancy
measure in this study may underestimate
the extent of teenage pregnancies because
it included only women whose pregnancies
ended in abortions or miscarriages.""

What Is Known About Adult

Men involved in Sexual

Relationships with Teen Girls?

There has been little research to date

on the characteristics of adult men who

become sexually involved with adolescent
girls. However, several researchers have
begun to examine the psychological traits
of these tnen.

In their study of adolescent mothers and
older fathers, Nakashima and Camp found
that men who engage in relationships with
adolescent women have personal character
istics that reflect those of an adolescent,
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raihcr lhan an atlull. For example, the study
shows that older men who had relattoitships
wiili younger women had egos similar to
those (>( young hoys. I'he re.searthers
inferred from these finditigs that older
men who choose yotmg adolescent female
partners have feelings of inadecjuacy and
that they were possibly developmentally
arrested.-' The.se men often have criminal

histories, according to researchers I^nnh,
F.lster and Tavare."

I.indherg's 1997 analysis found that men
who fathered hahies with girls 15 to 17 years
old were less likely to have a high school
degiee than men who falheietl babies wiili
adult wometi. .She ctmclndetl that men who

fathered hahies with young girls are less
desirable partners for older women because
they have lower earning potential. But for
teen girls, these older males appear to have
more money and, at the beginning of rela
tionships, .seem more siaitle than teen hoys."'

What Makes Young Girls

Vulnerable to the Attentions

of Older Men?

l\vo theories ate suggested by the litetalure
to explain why \()ung teen girls are drawn
to okler sexual i)ariners: (1) lack of a pos
itive father oi father-figure in their lives;

and (2) the tnen can su|)|)ly goods or seivices
not otherwise available-.

Lack oj a Positive Folher/Folher-Figitre

M)ung girls need fathers to love, nurtmv
and j)rotect them. L'nfdriunaiely, nuni)'
young girls are raised in homes without
fathers; others may receive only sexual
attention from their fathers. Musick notes

that paternal absence, abuse, or dysfunction
leaves young girls in a position easily
exploited by older males.Abused girls
may be tricked or forced into having sex
with older men.-'

The iheoiy suggests that becausea caring
male role model is absent from her life, a

young teen girl will turn to another older
male in an attempt to fill that void.
Researchers at Raymond Associates, Inc.,
who studied teeti mothers 15 to 17 years old
in Rochester, N.V., documented a number

of trails among young adolescent girls
involved with older jiartners, including low
self-esteem and depression. The young
women in tiiis study often saw older tnen
as "white knights" who could rescue them.-""

Supplier of Goods and Services

A young girl may be seduced by the
attentions of an older man who is able to

offer her inoitey, gifts, dinner, drugs, and
even a car. The girl may be desperate to
get out of her life situation, especially if
she is abused or neglected. She may
believe that an older, more mature male

can ^ive heradvice about her life. He may
represent an ojiportunity to escape from
her current circumstances. Family mem
bers may not discourage the lelationship,
especially since these lelationships appear
consensual. Fhe relationshi|) may (|uickly
intensify into a sexual encounter, fhere
may be no op|)()rtunit\' for dist iissions
about sex, contraception ctr consetjuences.
Despite these prof)leins, a girl may feel
secuie in the relationshi|).'
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Broader Issues Beyond the

Scope of this Project

'I'licre arc many topics relalcd lo llic
issues tliat weic not inchidctl in diis pn)jctt
due lo tlie scope of the leseaich funded, but
wliich merit exaniinati{)n and reseaixH.

Iliese lai"ger, contextual issues include: a
lack ofsocietal comfotl about adolescent

sexuality; ambivalence aljout sexual ixdatitm-
siiips between adults and teenagers; the sen
sitive issues of cultutx? and class; the special
vulnerability ol'girls in the custody of state
or local agencies; and how wellaic ix^fbrm
measuies may or may not impact on decisions
affecting teenage mothers.

Socicid! Discomfort Arottud Adolescent
Sexuality. The Center for Disease Control
and Prevention's National Center for

Health Statistics rej)orted that about 50%
olTeenagers 15-19 years old engaged in
inteicourse in 1995. Ideally, harmful sexu
al relationsliips between youngteensand
adultswould be exploie'd openly within the
broader context of young people's sexual
attitudes, practices, and histories. However,
Ajuerican society lacks a comfort level
about adolescent sexuality, and there is lit
tle consensus on whether, and umler what

ciicumstances, teenagers .should or should
not engage in sexual activity.

Society's Ambivalent Attitudes About Sexual

lielationships lielxoeen Adults and Teens.
Wliat messages do parents, schools, religioits
institutions, and the media give teen girls
about the propriety of sexual relationships
with older adult meti (if they broach this
topic at all)? What messages ate boys and
young men being given about seeking out
relationships with significantly younger

girls? For exatnple, the nietiia has l(>cused
itilerest on ca.ses where a public figuie has
allegedly iteen in a sexual lelaiionsiiip with
a teenage babysitter, or whete a mat t ied
man became sexually involved \\ ilh what the
press portrayed as a teenage "teniptiess."
but these "relationships" ate sometimes
glamori/ed, and older manA-ounger woman
relationships are acceptable in our culture.

The Sensitive Issues of ('.lass and C.ulture.
Clearly, it is easier within some aieas ofsociety
to hide minor-adult telationships litHii view
(much like the existeitceol child abuse or
domestic violence), ptirticularK' lixjin the eyes
of police, child piolection agencies, and health
care provklers. Pregnant girls who must tely
on public social seivices are far mote likely to
face the ptx)S])ecl of having their unlawful
relationships repot ted than girls whose
paretits can atrange for su))poii hxmi pri
vate therapists and family physicians.
Anecdotal information has beeti received

about how some immigrant cultines might,
in the girls' countries of origin, have per
mitted (and parents encouraged) young
teeti girl-older man relationships without
legal sanction. Common law marriages ol
these individuals within the U.S. (tecogni/ed
by a number ofstates) have indeed led to the
(hopping of some statutoiy rape chat)^es.

The Special I'lilnerability ofCarls in the
(Mstody ofState/C.ounty Agencies. C»irls who
arc removed ftom their homes due to sexual

abuse, or have othenvise experienced it,
remain particularly vulnerable lo continued
abuse and exploitation wlien placed in foster
homes or other forms offesideniial care.

What are the supeiwisoiy obligations and
liability risks lelated to the sexual behavior



of young lecn and [Mc-icen girls in public
care? Howcan ihosc pioviding care lo girls
in such go\'enunenJ tus((Kly be belter
educated on prevention, identification, and
reportingobligations related to their wards'
sexual involvenient with older adult men?

There has lieen inade(iuate attention
generally to; (I) services needed by ado
lescent girls in (osier and residential care;
(2) legal issues related to consent to health
caie (or these girls; (:i) the it>le juvenile court
judgeswith jurisdiction over these girls' cases
should play in protecting theiu IVoin abuse
and exploitation and in sanctioning the men
who engage in sexual relationsliips with
ihein; antl (-1) the provision ol ade([uate
residential care (or parenting teens with
their children, as well as independent or
semi-independent living transitions to
responsible atiulthood.

The Im/xicf of iVelJaw Refom. One impelus
for conducting research into sexual relation
ships between adult men and young teen
girls has been the newwelfare reform law
(PL. 10-4-19:^). A number of provisions in
the welfare relbrm bill — specifically under
the lemporaiy .Assistance (or Needy families
liloclv. (irant program (TANf) — impact
teenagers who are pregnant antl parenting.
For example, one o( the purposes of'lANf
is to "pi-event and reduce the incidence of
oui-o(-wedlock pregnancies and estahlish
annual numerical goals foi" preventing and
reducing the incidence of these pregnancies;
and encourage the formation and mainte
nance olTwo-parent (amilies."-"

F.ligibiiity for receiving assistance under
'FANF may be denied to teenage mothers
not living at home with a supen'istay adult,
and to those not in school. In addition, i(

the teen mother is receiving assistance, that
assistance may be denied to other children
conceived or born. States have been given

an incentive to reducing births to unwed
mothers: for the four-year period from
1999-2002, as many as fi\'e states annually
can receive additional "bonus" (iinding (of
$20-25 million) if tiiey can prove they have
retluced out-of-wediock births proportion
ately more than other states. In addition,
the law calls for aggressive enforcement of
state statiuoiy rape laws. Wiiat impact will
implementing provisions of this law have
on young teen girls imijregnated by adult
men? Does it encourage or promote
marriage between jjregnanl teens and
their older boyfriends? What impact will
implementation have on the children of
these teen mothers? These questions and
others have not yet been leseaiched, but
bear monitoring.

We have touched on but a few of the

contextual issues. A com|)rehensive and
in-depth review of these issues would
clearly add to the debate on enforcement
of statuloiy rajie laws.

...He was much

much older than

me. but I never

thought he was

going to do that

to me. But I was

young. I was just

trying to find out

my sexuality I

guess. It was

a bad thing

because [it was

the] first time...

for me, it was

supposed to

be special

and it wasn't.



This phase olthe research was
designed to increase our under
standingo! two issues; who tlie

girls involved in sexual relationships with
adult men am, and what the curient response

of sen'ice providers is to disclosuies of
these relationships. Hecause concerns

were expressed by the pr<)iect's expert
advisoiT panel ihai (1) programs may not
have statistical data available on the type
of information desired, and providers
were likely to he uncomforiahle discussing
tiiese controversial issues, a (jualilative
approach was utili/ed.

Discussions With

48 Service Providers

Inteiviews were conducted with 48 individ
uals across tlie countiy who work directly
with young teen girls involved in sexual
relationships with adult men (including
social workers, foster care workers, and a
variety of health practitioners). The
discussions were based on an unstructured
interview guide, which outlitted topic areas,
listed below, 'fhe open-ended, ciualitative
discourse was guided by comments volun
teered by the respondents, 'f'hus, certain
issues were covered by many respondents,
hut not all ser\'ice providers talked about
the exact same issues. Analysis of the
interviews was based on summarizing
resi)onses. Whenever possible, categories
were created; however, given the open-
ended nature of the surveys, it was not
always possible to create categories. When
categorizing responses was inappropriate,
we provide sumiriai7 statements.

Many of the responses were complex,
and often contradictoiy. For example, a

WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM
YOUTH SERVICE PROVIDERS?

provider might note that most of the adult
men involved with her teen clients were
opportunists; however, in her next statement
the same provider would point to several
examples of males who truly cared fbi theii
partners, who encouraged the girls to stay
in scitool, and who provided more stability
than had their families of origin. In our
analysis, every statement was counted etiually.

The topics of our intjuiry included the
following;

• Background: pn)gram descriptions; clients
served; clients' age ami socioeconomic
status; the information service providers
obtain or try to obtain from their clients
with respect to sexual histories (including
childhood molestation), family histories;

• Relationships: dynamics of the relation
ship; wliat the providers know about the
men; whether domestic violence, or
physical oremotional abuse, are features
of these relationships; whether some of
these relationships are "healtiiy" and
what makes them so; what the teens'
families think about these relationships;

/

• Reporting: whether providers report the
relationships ofyoung teen girls and
their adult boyfriends to law enforcement,
child protective services or child support
enforcetnent agencies; whether girls are
encouraged to leport their adult boyfiiends;
what the barriers are to, and attitudes
concerning, reporting; and

• Prevention and Intervention: suggestiotis
providers have about preventing or
intervening in relationships between



young teen girls and adult males; whether
providers should be |)reventingor inter
vening in these relationships.

The majority of tlie respondents provide
semcesprimarily to low-income teen girls.
Clients served were Black, White, Uiiino,

Asian, and Native American. While girls
fix)m all socioeconomic strata are involved

in relationships with adult men, the
majority of our respondents worked with
mostly low- to lower-middle income clients.

One-quarter of the service providers said
that they routinely gather information
on the client's physical, emotional and
mental health;.about one-cjuarler ask
about the client's sexual histoiy, including
ageof first sexual experience, and whether
molestation is a part of that history; one
in five providers volunteered that they
ask about the current sexual jjartner,
including his age; if the girl is pregnant,
they will ask about the male's involvetnent
or platined involvement in the child's life.
One-fifth of our sample revealed they do
not discuss eitlier sexual liistory,fnolestation
liistoiy or tlieage^wolvemenl of the male
partner at the first meeting. A few said
they wait until the therapeutic relation
ship develops Ixdbie tliey discuss the client's
background and sexual relationships.

More liian one-half of our sajn))le report
their clients have a histoiy of sexual abuse,
neglect, or domestic violence. A number
of the providers in our sanqjle work with

teens in residential lieatmeni centers

and foster care; U)()7f of these girls have
abuse or neglect in their i)ackgr()unds.

• Close to half our sample asserted thai
their clients come from single-parent,
lather-absent homes. About that many

suggested that the families ami liomes of
their clientsate in disarray: dyshmctional,
unstable situations with parents who may
be unaware of their daughters' relation
ships or indifferent to them. According
to some of the sen ice ))roviders, the teen
girl lives with extended family members,
with a variety of relatives and half- or
step-relatives, in a foster care sitiuition
(either a home or a residential center),
with her boyfriend, or with her boyfriend
and his family. A minority slated that
their clients are from two-parent iiomes.

Relationships

• While about one-third reported that their
clients are mostly in relationships witii
males between -1 and 5 years older, the
rest staled that many of tiie relationshi])s
are between girls aixnmd 14 years old and
males in their 20s; and the respomlents
believe the nunibei-s are incieasing. Othei-s
suggested that the youngest girls tend to
be in relationships with the oldest males.

• Close to one-thiixl of our sample suggested
that young teen girls are attracted to older
males because they can provitle security
andstability; lelationshijjs with adult males
conferstittus, "prestige, attention, respect";
and adult males can i)rovide material
things that contemporariescannot (a car,
a place to stay, money, drugs, alcohol).
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Oiie-lhircl viewcfl (hese relationships as
nnheallhy and cniolionally controlling.
Siiil others diaraderi/ed the Rdationships
as transient encounters or one-night
stands. Sonie of ilie respondents pro
moted the idea that, iiowever transient

or short-term these relationships mav
he. iliey olteJi j)rovifle the girl with
much-needed love, altejition, and sta

bility she does not get from her family.

According to our respondents, the males
can be categoiized into thiee major "t)'pes":
exploiiers;t)[)porinnisis, needy/troubled,
and nurturing/responsible.

Most of our sample asserted the belief
that the teen's paieni(s), peers and/or
coinrnunily supi)ort her relationship \v'ith
an adult male, although some of the
respondents did relate information about
families who are unhappy thai their child
is dating (and may be piegnant by)an adult.

Many of the respondents revealed that
the)' do not rei)ort sexual relationships
i)et\\een adult males and )'oung teen girls
to law enforiemeni or chilil protection
agencies. Reasons lor not reporting
include the "chilling effect" on the

client (who may not return for sendees
if her boyfriend is reported), fear of
retaliation bs the Ixnfriend against the
client or the pioxider, and the criminal
justice s)stetn being eilhet hostile oi
ituliffereni to the repoiis and "rioing
noihitig." Sotne of the respondents dc)

report or may encourage the girl, or her
famil)', to re|)ori.

Prevention and Intervention

• Preventioti: Of the pixwiders who offercd
suggestions on preventing sexual i^lation-
ships heiween adult males and young teen
girls, about half advocated early and
aggressive intenentions iti the lives of

young children by providing relationship
skills-huilding courses, sexuality education,
and self-esteem building for both girlsand
boys. Others suggested that consciousness
raising needs to be accomplished in S(x:iety
as a whole, by ediKating children, parents,
citizens, and criminal justiie professionals
as to the unacceptableness of these rela
tionships. The remaining providerscham
pion s-weeping changes in the messagesof
sexualitybeing passed to our children and
our citizens, f()und in atlvertisements, soap
operas, movies, and elsewhere.

• Inten ention: The majority of providers'
suggestions for appropriate inteiventions
in thc.se relationships called for increased
seiTices for girls (counseling, help in
overcoming childhood sexual abuse,
mentors, residential homes for girls and
their babies), and also for the males

(ein|)loyment ser\'ices, counseling, edu
cation in caring for children). Only one
in five think holding males accountable
through prt)seculion and child support
enforcement is an ap[)ropriate response.

Discussion

'{'he findings fioin the .ser\ice provider
inieiviews |)resent a com})elling picture of
their young female clients wiio are in sexual
relationships with tnen; their life circum

stances; and the providers' perceptions of
what interventions are ajjpropriate.



Social Problems. Any intei-vcniion lo
prevent teens from engaging in sexual rela-
tionsliips with inappropriately aged mates
needs to consider the larger social context.
Many of llie providers' comments reflect
the notion that sexual ielationshij)S between
young teen girls and adult men aie symbolic
of broader social problems. The providers
argue that poverty, dysfunctional families,
and early childhood molestation may leave
young girls vulnerable to the attentions and
affections, howevershort-tenn, oi older males.
While providers noted that young teen girls
from all economic classes engage in these
lelationships, their clientele lemain predom
inantly low-income, and come with a variety
ofpioblems associated witli povei ty. Familial
breakdown, lack of a stable father-figure,
economic disadvantage, abuse, neglect, and
an intergenerational histor)' of teen piegiiiuicy
are some of the issues piesent in the lives
of their clients.

Within the context of these disadvantages,

adult men may be better ofl financially than
theirclients' peers, and may promise the
security a relationship brings. It does not
defy logic that an adolescent, longing for
affection ami material goods not provided
by her own family, would turn to someone
whocould give those things to her: someone
with a job and a car, who promised her love
inexchange for her .sexual favors. As victitns
of early molestation, their clients may not
have the emotional skills to fend ofl piessure

for sexual activity by a charming or control
ling adultmale, lite males, accoixling lo our
sample, may be op|)ortunistic |>!edalors, but
they also may be products of dysfunctional
families and face some of the same issues

as do their yoimg partners.

Messages of Sexuality. Beyond the indi
vidual circumstances and control of their

clients, however, a nuntber of the providers
in our sample assert that the message to
young teen girls (and young Ijoys and adult
men) is that girls are to be valued for their
sexuiility. Advertisements, soap operas, movies,
and television all eroticize young girls.

Reporting. Scivice pttwiders are wrestling
with the issue of reporting the sexual rela
tionships of their clietUs lo the criminal
justice system. They believe that reporting
violates the confidential nature of their

lelationship with their clietits. Ihe breaking
of confidentiality has negative conse(|uences
from the perspective of the piovitleis. for
example, the girl may believe that the trust
has been irrevocably harmed, and she may
leluse lo come back for seiTices. 1his has
significant risks lor her own health and
mental health, and potentially that of her
unborn child, if she refuses lo return lor
prenatal care or treatment for a sexually
transmitted infection.

Prevention and Intervention. Service

providers voiced concerns over prevention
and intervention in sexual lelalicjnships
involving an adult male and a young teen
girl. Fievention su~.Jtegies included individual
help and bioad-hased social change, langing
from sexuality education and relationship
skills-building courses to sweeping changes
in the messages society is sending our youth
about sex and relationships.

But it is the intervenli«)n area which raises

more concerns. While most recommended
a range of services to help young women
(and men), fewer think thecriminal and civil



jusiicc processes ait appropriate responses
to iliese relationsliips. A minority of llie
responses inclicaiecl that provkiers routinely
ask their clients at intake alxnit tiieir sexual

molestation histoiy and the age, and involve
ment, of the teen's sexual |)ariner4ather of
their child. And il they do learn ofa sexual
relationship between an adult and a young
teen, almost two-thiids do not report to chiici
]>roiective ser\ ices or law enforcement.

It is clear from ilic interviews that the

ser\'ice |)r()viders interviewed do not believe
that the child protection or criminal justice
sysiems take these relationships seriously,
and, in fact, may he actively against their
agencies' imoKenient. ( This is not a new

phenomenon; liir example, domestic violence
cases were long \iewed as being outside the
pur\'iew of the criminal and civil justice
sysiems. It is only in rc-ceni )'ears that law
enibtcement and prosecutors have been
educated on looking Ibr and accej)ting
these cases.)

Recominenciations

Recommendations coming from the

interviews with this sample of scrrvice pro-
\ideas are limited to the kinds ol (|uesrions
yonih-serviiig agencies and stall should be
asking and the kinds of issues they should
i)e ex|)loring. It would he premature to
address recommendations on eifective

strategies for responding to teens in sexu

al relationships, or on improvements in
proc edures, as we do not yet know enough
about the girls, the men, and what preven
tion and intervention strategies are the
most effective and responsive.

While research continues in identifying
eflective responses, professionals and
agencies should carefully examine their
current practices and openly identify areas
needing ])ix)tocol-development. 'Hieieai^
other actions agencies can be taking while
further research is conducted, lb that end,

we offer the following recommendations.

1. Programs providing services to pregnant
and parenting teens and pre-teens, and
those serving girls at risk for involvement
in relationships with older men, should
develop appropriate means for learning
of these inappropriate relationships and
when and how to report them to child
protective services and/or law enforcement.

Questions that should be addressed include:

• Is it appropi iate for jii-oviders to he a,sking
about sexual abuse and tlie age of the
sexual ])artner? Is it required by state law?

• If so, are providers piepared to refer girls
to services if the girl discloses early
childhood molestation?

• Are they prepaied to report to child
protective sen ices or law enforcement
if'the girl discloses her sexual partner
is over the age of 18?

• What guitlelines should agencies he fol-
hnving with respect to leporting?

• What is in the best interest of the client

ami/or her offspring with respect to the
ivlationshi|)? What ate liie ohjecthe criteiia
foi determining "best interest" in these



situalions? Him can ihis be balanced

with legal re(|uireiuenls?''

How can j)n)grani pixwiclers and therapists
work with their clients to address the

])ost-reporting coiisecjuences, such as"
abandonnienl and retaliation? Are theix:

appropriate ways to prepare clients lor
reporting and set up support systems?

2. Service providers need training on a
variety of issues, including: why, when,
and how these relationships should be
reported, and to whom; and workingwith
the teens, their olTspring and the fathers
of their children. Elements of tliis training
should be included in specialized seminars
and in continuing education courses.

3. Communications between service

agencies^rograms and the criminal
justice system must be enhanced, in an
effort to respond appropriately to girls
and men involved in unhealthy, unlawful
sexual relationships.

4. Community leaders and parents need
to send the message to their citizens that
sexual relationships between adults and
young teens are unacceptable.

5. More research needs to be conducted

to learn about the girls, the males, the
relationships, and appropriate interventions.

This exploratory siucly has Klenliliecl many
areas ol incjuir) appropriate for continued
research, including:

What lactors in the lives o( young women

make ihem vulnerable to tuiheallhy

relationships with older men? Is poverty
and/()r fiimilv struclme a (actor? Ate race

or cultme fat tors? Is childhood sexual

abuse a ("acloi? What ("actors in the lives

ol"girls I'rom similar backgtounds make
them tcsilieiil enough to avoid hai inful
relationshi|)s? What kiiuls ol inieiveiilions
are appiopi iale to protect sexually abused
gil ls (rom ina))piopi iate relationships
later in their adoleseence?

Who are the meir invohed in sexual tela-

liotiships with young adolescent girls?
What is their family of origin? Do they
have histories of being sexually abused?
Who were their male and lemale role

models? What lile events sha|)ed their
attitudes toward women? Do education

levels and socioecoiunnic status iiriluerrce

decisions to choose \ourrger jtarltrersr'

What sets apart the ultimately responsible
("rom the oppor tunist? What services
can be |)rovided to the needy anddr
tnurhled belbre they involve themselves
with underage gir ls?

Arc reialionships between dis|)aiale age-
mates rurrdanrentally unhcallhy? How
are service providers to deiennine which
relationship is positive or advantageoits
arul which is exploitative or dangeixnis?
What is the nature of relationships between
)'ounger girls and older men.' What per
centage ate shoil-term? What peieenlage
result in stable relationships or nrarriage?
How rre(|uently tlo they involve acts ol
Ibrcible r<tpe and domestic violence.' What
are tire lirctoix that govei ti tlceisions by girls
and rnerr about whether or not to stay
together? Who conliols those tiecisiorrs.'



Wliai prcN'fniioii siiaict^ie.s arc niosi
effective?'' Ciaii (ear, giiill, or shame about
an iinetjnal relationship prevent these
sexual relationsliips? Can the promotion
of honest, etinai and responsible sexual
relationships have an impact? Who are
the most effective messenj^ers to bring
prevention messages to young people —
religious insiitutions, schools, health
provicleis, law enforcement, the me(lia?



WHAT DO THE LAWS REQUIRE?

This chapter reviews atul describes
"statutory rape" laws — iliose
criminal laws tiiat pix)scrihe sexual

inlcifourse witli a minoi; based on the minor's

age. llie chapter begins with a brief" history
of the laws. The current laws are then

described and summarized. Ifends in the

laws (l)ased on a comparison witii past leviews
of the laws) are identified, and although it is

loo early to say whether they lellect trends,
some lecenily passed innovative amendments
to the laws are liighlighted. Related legal
issues— such as the child abuse leporling
laws and the effect that emancipation has on
statutory rape prosecutions — are also noted.
Since the project's focuswas on males 20 and
oltier having sexual inteicourse with minors
10 to 15 years of age, the impact of the laws

on these git)ups is disaissed. Mnally, legal
lecommetidalions developed by the pixjject
team are set forth.

Statutoty rape laws have been an)und for
a long time. Historically, they jjrotected
"ciiasie" young women from sexual inter
course, and set a clear line, baserl on tlie

minor's age, as to when the minor was able
to consent to sex. Most laws today are gen
der-neutral, and they no longer retjuire
the minor to be chaste. Moreover, most

laws today provide a complex, tiered set of
crimes, with var)'ing penalties depending
upon the age of the minor and the age of
the defendant. In additit)n, statutoiy rape
laws may well be intertwined with other
types of sexual offenses.

Since the project focusetl on girls aged
10 to 15 who voluntarily have sexual inter

course with males 20 years and older, the
legal research focused on tlK)se criminal

statutes proscribing sexual inteicourse with
minors, based solelyon the age of the minor.
Consequently, certain criminal laws were
not reviewed; laws pix)scribing sexualactivity
not amoitnting to inteicourse, laws retjuiring
proof of some adrlitional element (e.g., foire,
defendant's status as a parent, guardian or
other person in a position of authority
over the tninor).

Findings

Our analysis of stale statutor)' rape laws
reached the Ibllovvingconclusions:

• The term "statutory raj)e" is rarely used
in the statutes — more than a dozen terms

are used by different slates, with "rape"
and "sexual assault" being the two most
common.

• States often have multiple crimes that
proscribe sexual intercourse with a minor,
with offensesand sentences varying depend
ing upon the age of the minor, the age of
the defendant and,f)r an age difference
between ilie defendant and the minor.

• States are increasingly raising the age of
a minor l>elow which statutoiy rape statutes
provide protection. There is no legal
consensus nationally on the precise age
at which inteicourse is permissible. Almost
all states set the highest age protected
under the laws at 15, Hi, or 17 years of age.

• At the same time, states are increasingly
establishing parameters lor sexual activity
between "jieers" that is not subject to
prosecution or that constitutes a misde
meanor rather than a felony. There is

It causes more

problems than

what's necessary.

That means that

he's going to be

dragged to court,

then I'm probably

going to have to

come in or say

something to

somebody and

then it's going to

go on for months

and months and

months. And

that's going to

cause more

complications

in my life.



considerable varialion in ihese "parame

ters." Age dillerences ol'three and (bur
years are most common, but sottie states
do not specily an age tlifFerence, while
otiiers set the limit at 5 years.

./

• States also have increasingly established
a lower age oi tlie minor that increases
the seriousness of'tlie chaiije or establishes
a longer possible sentence upon conviction.

• Mistake of age is a permitted defense in
a number of states, although it may be
limited to minors over a certain age.
VMien this defense is available, a delen-

dant can siiow that he reasonably
believed the minor to be a certain age

or older (and thus able to consent).

• The minor's marriage to the defendant
or emancipation may also preclude
prosecution. Mai i iage is often a
defcn.se set forth in the statute.

• Potential sentences \'ar) considerably
by state.

The following table sets forth the "age
of consent" for each state based on state

"statutoty rajie" sexual penetration olfcnses.
While these statutes rarely use the term
"ageofconsent," it isa usefiil tenn for analysis.
In the table, it lellecLs the lowest age at which
no criminal jnosecution can result (based
on statutoiy rape or whatever the crime is
called iti the state), regardless of the age
of the defendant or an age difl'eretice
between the defendant and the minor.

Not all sexual ititercourse with minors

is a critne, however. The table also shows

any minimum age for the defendant set
(iorth in the statutes. (No! all of tin* statutes

expicssed these miniinums; jnesumably if
the pet petrator was a minor, the general
rules in the state would apply as to whether
the per|)eU-ator should be tteatedas an adult.)
Notably, in a few states, although the
defendant must be a certain number of

years older than the minor victim, the
defendant can be 17 years of" age.

Age dilferenlials specified in the statutes
between the older minor victim and the

defendant are set foith in the table as well.

These age dillerentials show exactly how
close-in-age a minor's sexual partner must
be to avoid the statutory rape laws. (Note:
the table generally rellects felony statutoiy
ra|)e provisions.) In addition, there may
be other defendant age provisions that
increa.se the penalty.

The table does not sliow the haver age
levels for the minor that the statutes often

include that increase the seriousness of the

charge or the penally imposed. The Final
Report includes a lengthy table which includes
this information as well as specific citations.

Trends

In com|)aring the results ol the cunx-'iit
levicw of the laws to ])ast studies, certainover
all tiends in the laws appear to be continuing;

• .States generally are continuing to raise
the age of tiie minor protected under the
laws, along with instituting age dillerentials
between the minor and the defendant.
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"Age of Consent" Based on State "Consensual" Sexual Penetration OHenses

State Age of Defendant Age/Age Differentials State Age of Defendant Age/Age
Consent Consent Differentials

AK; r% 16 ,
vJAS':?.

•Ar'"' '16

CO : 15

D>16.

V=13-]5-*D=V+2

V=I5-17 -» D>V+2*

V<16-*,D>20 t

V<16-»D>21

CT 16 D^V+2

DE-:;..., 16

DC 16 D>V+4

¥L^ . 18 , 17D^2a^^

V<16-^D>21

ID 18 V<16-»D>18

18, V<;l3,j*D^7|§||
IN 16 V<I4-»D>21

^KV:^^16:,.l.::Iv<!4-Dil8^y<i6^^S3M
LA 17 V= 12-16-♦ D> 17 and D>V+2

ME V18 *' '̂' V1'
MD 16 V<14andD^V+4

W: .::A6
MS 18 V=15-17-»D>V

MT 16 V<16-»D>V+3

V<16-*D>21

V=13-15 -♦ D>V+4

!^3-16-0>I8^D>V+4

V<17-»D>21

•"•r'ri'TiiitrT'^j'i'iftt

V<14-»D>18 '

V<16-» D>V+4

V= 13-17 -♦ D>V+4

V=14-17-»D>V-h3

^ 16 V>D-4-»D>16

V<16-»D>V4-4

"!)" refers to the dcfeiidaiit; "V" refers lo the victim/minor; means "then."; "<" means less than; '*>" means
greater than; and ">" meansgreater than or equal lo. * Oilici ivMi ic tionsiiIm> apply. Note; lahic onlv iiiilucks
iiiiiuiiiuiti agf liii dfli-mlauis set liuili tii ilu- criinina! staiuli-s. Stales olieii liavi- several dimes ivlleiiitig iliese
piovisioiis, Vv'illi v.uyiiig pi-iiallies.



• Stales are delineating a lower age of the
minor thai increases the serionsness oi'

llie cliaige oi' the penalty Ibr the conduct.
(Almost all stales currently do so.)

• States continue to be split on whetivcr the
niistake-of-age defense is available. The
availability of the defense is sometimes
limited to minors above a certain age.

In addition to these trends, a concurrent

ABA study (funded by the Ollice for Victims
of Crime, U.S. Department ol justice)
identified issues in recently enacted and
proposed suitutory rape legislation. As noted
in that study, recently passed amendments
to the laws have included pixwisions to lat^et
defendants who am much okler (three states);

raise the age of the minor" subject to protec
tion and impose age dilfeienlials between
the minor and the defendant (two states);

authorize civil penalties (one slate); make
impregnation of a minor a separate olfense
(one state); and encourage ivpoi ting of
statutory rape involving minors aged \'\
and over (one state).

In gerrcral, the laws criminally proscribe
sexual inteicoLUse between 10- to 15-yeai-

old gir ls and men age 20 and older". Theie
are some exceptions; a few .states do not
protect minors under the criminal laws
beyond 14 xrr 15.

Laws rec|uiring certain professionals to
report child abuse are often unclear as to
whetherstatutoi")- rape is included atid must
be reported. A brief review of summaries
of these laws reveals that states are lairly
evetriy split on mandating the reporting ol

statutoj-y rape. I'urtiiet stutly on this issue
is called for.

Recommendations

1. Minimum Agesand AgeGaps. All girls
ages 10 to 1.5 should be protected from
"corrsensual" sexual irrlercour se with older

men (e.g., those age 20 and older ). Urws that
do not pr"{>vide criminal |)enahies for irren
age 20 and overwho havesexual intercourse,
albeit consen.sual, with girls urtder the age
of 16 should be amended to provide legal
protection lirr these girls. '1 he lew laxvs that
set an absolute "age of consent" for girls at
their 14lli or loth birthday, no matter how
old their male "sexual partner"" is, should
also be ametrded accor'dingly. These laws
can utilize absolute ag<^s (e.g., specify
tlefendarrl be age 20 or older ), or" specify
that thedelendant nru.st be a certain rturnbcT

of year s — 4 or 5 — older than the minor.

2. Increased Penalties Under Certain

Circumstances. Repeat ollenders and tnerr
who are 10 or more years older tharr girls
aged 10-15 should receive irarsher penalties.

3. Focuson Repeated Sexual Relationships.
Men who are firurrd to have repeatedly moved
from one unlawliil sexual lelationship to
another should be the special focus of
prosecutorial attention.

a. Prosecution Without Regard to Class,
Social Status, or Race. Pi"osecution for
unlawful sexual intercourse based on the

sexual involvement ol an adult man with a

young teen gir l — when such a prosecirtion
is appropr iate —should be brought without
regar d to tire man or" gir l's class, social
status, or lace.



5. Prosecution Regardless of Pregnancy.
Prosecution o( these ollenses slioultl not

he based on a giiTs inipix^gnation or child-
bearing resulting from a relationship with
an older man. Young girls in sexual relation
ships with adult men are in need of legal
protection regartlless ofwhether they
were iniprcgnated.

6. Remove Mistake-of-Age Defense.
Although a veiy few state constitution.s may
recjuire otherwise, state unlawful sexual
intercourse statutes that make consensual

sex between men age 20 or older and girls
age la and under criminal should not
include a mistake-of-age delense.

7. Actions Against Parents. Child pn>tective
service agencies should consider juvenile
coui t (hild neglect actions when the ))aients
ofyoung teen girls encourage, lacilitate, or
fail to inteiTene in these relationships.
C-riminal prosecutions ftjr aitling andabetting
the crime of unlawful sexual intercourse

should i)e considered in egregious cases.

8. Further Research on Age Differential.
As noted, many states have provisions that
essentially <lo not criminalize sex between
peers, l he variety in the state statutes
(from no age differential to 5, () or 7 years)
illustrates the tremendous dilVerence of

opiihon on this issue. On what basis are
legislators tnaking decisions alxnit apimtpriale
age differentials; on media reports?
Anecdotal evidence? research on develop

mental psycholog)? further research that
would assist states in setting this age differ
ential is sorely needed.

9. Further Research on Mandated

Reporting, 'fhe issue ofmandated rejjorting
ofa young teen girl's relationship with an
older man to child protective seivices or
the police raises serious, jjreviously unad-
dressed, public policy problems and needs
further, cttreful study. Awareness by girls
that their relationships may he reported to
authorities may deter girls from seeking
medical or social services attention related
to contraception, sexually transmitted dis
eases, prenatal care, or domestic violence,
(diild protective services agencies need
clear protocols for responding to this type
ofreport, and health care providers need
guidance as to their legal obligations related
toreporting when these sexual relationshijis
are disclosed.

10. Specialized Training. Police, prosecu
tors, crimevictim assistance programs, crime
victim advcKates, children's advocat7 centers,

rape crisis centers, and others working with
victims of sexual assault should receive special
training and technical assistance in how to
more sensitively respond to adolescent
girls who have been reported to authorities
based on their sexual relationship with an
older man.

11. ChildSupport Protocols. In those cases
where the unlawful sexual relationship has
protluced a child, piosecnlors and child
sujjporl enforcement personnel need clear
protocols to help assure that, where appro
priate, the goals of establishing and enfoicing
support ohligations, and helping the father
l)e a tnore responsible parent, are realized.
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12. Interdisciplinary Task Force. Polite
and j)ix)secutors should join with child sexual
abuse, adolesceiu health, teen pregnancy,
and other youth experts in their coniinunities
to Ibrin a sjjecial inlerdiscijdinaiy task Ibice,
coniniiilee, or working group that explores
how to best respond to disclosures ol" young
teen girls' sexual lelalionships with adult men.

1 3. Publicity About the Laws. The fact
that consensual sexual relations betwecti a

young teen girl and an adult man is tigainst
the law, and that a man can be criminally
prosecuted lor the crime based on such a
relationship, labeled as a feloji, lace iTuar-
ceration, and Ixj sligmati/.etl as a sexollender,
should be publicized both by the media
and in educational settings. Programs
Ibcusing on males or exlucating men and
young girls about these laws could be vehicles
Tor inlorming these populations about
these laws. In addition, it is important t(j
communicate this inlbrmation to |)eople
who have come to the U.vS. liotn other

countries where such sexual relations aixi

not legally prohibited.



HOW DO PROSECUTORS IMPLEMENT THE LAWS?

One ()l Ilie iiiosL cliallenging
aspecis of this study was to belter
understand how the criminal

justice system is addressing the emerging
viewpoint in some communities that con
sensual, hut unlawful, sexual intercourse

between adult males and young teen girls
is a crime, that warrants specialized atten
tion by police and prosecutors. We want
ed to learn why prosecutors might reject
prosecuting a case against a man, as well
as what factors were likely to deem a case
worthy of [Hirsuit in criminal court. We
wanted to hear how those prosecutors who
specialize in cases of child sexual victim
ization view the advantages and disadvan

tages of the criininalization of sexual rela
tionships lietween 10- to 15-year-old girls
and adult men.

Discussions With

48 Prosecutors

We gathered our information through
telephone surveys conducted with prose
cutors in specialized cliild sexual assault
units in 4H of the largest cities in the
country representing 19 states.

The telephone survey was tlesigned to
learn about; police responses to cases of
statutoiy rape; prosecuiorial goals, poli
cies and practices; defendant characteris
tics; problems with prosecuting cases; and
outcomes and sentencing conditions asso
ciated with these prosecutions.

Several themes emeiged fnim the surveys
with prosecutors:

• There is not a lot of societal support for
prosecuting the men involved in sexual
relationships with young teen girls. Many
juries remain unconvinced that this
behavior is criminal, and prosecutors
believe citizens need education on the

law. Ruentsoftengive pennission {orthink
they can consent) for their daughters to
engage in these relationshijis; prosecutors
cite a "lack of moral responsibility" on
the part of some families to set limits
concerning these relaiionshijis.

• These relationships should not be viewed
generically, but rather need to be taken
on a case-by-case basis. Rxisecuters consid
er manyvanables, such as the maturity
levels of the girland ilie man (i.e., their
emotional rather than clininological ages);
whether jn-osecution is in the best interests
of the girl ancUir her offspring; and
whether the male has engaged in these
relationsliips serially.

• As one pnisecutor said, these cases "take
a lot of expei ience and a therapeutic
standpoint to make the l ight call." She
noted that they must "engage in a lot of
social work and hand holding" in order
to gain a girl's trust and cooperation.
This theme was expressed by a number

of" prosecutors who described building
rap|)ort and t;ilking to the girl about what
is in her best inteivst as a liindamental part
of their work.

Yeah, go get child

support from him.

For what? I don't

need his money. He

is nothing to me.

As far as I'm

concerned, he's

nothing to me or my

son. I don't want

him to see him.

I don't want him

around him. I don't

want anything

from him. I don't

want him to have

anything to do with

me. I want him to

have no reason to

call my house,

come in my house,

anything like that.

I don't care

about him.



Findings

Police Practices

• As pai-enls and jjrof'essionals workingwitii
young leen giils become more aware Uiai
these relationsliips are unlawful, reports
to police about sexual relalionsliips
between young teen girls and older
males aie on the rise.

• Wliile nvo-thiitls of the ijn)secutors report
that police are actively pursuing these
illegal relationships, one-third believe
there is selective enforcement (i.e., in
communities with multiple law enfotce-
menl agencies — city jjolice, countysheiilf s
depainnenls, etc. —some handle lJie.se cases
mote aggressively than others; within a
police department, someollicers may he
more interested in pui suing these cases
than others).

• Close to two-thiidsof the leports to police
are coming from the teens' |)arents.

Prosecutorial Goals, Policies and Practices

• I'he majority oi prosecutors" ollices do
not have a specific, written policy on
accepting these cases for prosecution.

• C>lose to one-half of the prosecutors say
they "always" or "almost always" hie
chatges when a case is referred from
law enforcement.

• The teen victim's coo))eralion is the
linch-)>in on which the decision to go
forwtiicl with a case most frcxjuently rests.

Most ol llu- |)roset utors list the primary
goals of prosecuting adult males in sexual
lelationships with young teen girls as
sending a mes.sage to the community,
enforcing the law, punishment, and pre
vention. Only AV( cited reducing teen
pregnaitcy as a goal of prosecution.

Olose to one-(iuarter of the prosecutois
say they will pursue chatges against the
male, even when he is willing to acknowl
edge paternity or .seek treatment. One-
third of the ])rosecutors report that if he
has a criminal lecord or hisioiy with
young leeit girls, this will increase the
likelihood of his prosecution.

Mote than one-halfOf the prosecutors
report that they ate just as likely to take
a case if the giiTs jtregtiancy is not an
issue; hitt close to one-hall say that her
pregiianc) pioduces e\ i(lence ol the
illegal sex and thus makes proof ol their
ca.se stronger (particularly if she is an
uncoo|>erati\'e \'iclim).

In order to gain the cooperation of a
teen victim who is reluctant to prosecute

hei male sexual partnei. one-third of
the prosecutors rely on a vertical prose
cution |)rocess (where the same prosecu-
toi handles the case from the time it

comes to the ollice through the plea
atKU)!' trial) and building lapport with
the girl; one-(iuarier say they use
a \ ictim-wilness athocate to assist in

obtaining cooperation. Ilowever, only
one-third say they arc always or almost
always successful in overcoming the
girl's reluctatice.



Who Are the Men?

• ProscTulors siiggcsled thai the younger
tlie adult male (early 2().s), the more like
ly il is thai he is an iminalure male in a
"love relationship." However, as the
men get older, diey are more likely to
exhihii a pattern ol predaloty behavior
with young teen girls.

Problems With Prosecuting
Statutory Rape Cases

• Iwo-lilihs of the prosecutors re])ort that
the s ictim's reluctance to cooperate witii
pix>secution isa central ptohlem in handling
these cases.

• Another iwo-lilihs o( the j>rosecutors say
that juries do not like these cases and are
not convinced that these sexual relation

ships should he treated as a crime or that
this male is "at limit"; there is also a sense

b)' [)i<)secutors that some subcultures
accept these relationships as normal.

Outcomes and Sentencing Conditions

• Kven with the problems associated with
uncooperative girls and unconvinced
juries, prosecutors report that 777( ol
these cases result in a conviction.

• With lespeci to sentencing conditions
recoitnnended to judges i)y [prosecutors,

lOO'/f recommend orders Ibr the male to

stay awav fiom the- girl, tccommend
the delendatit sla)' awa)' Irom all minors,
and 8H'/f lecommeiid the male receive

.some Ibrm ol"sexual olVender trealment.

A £:•

Sentencing Trends

• One-third say (hat post-conviction sexual
olTender registration with local law
enrorcement amUu" community notifi
cation that the male is a convicted sex

oliender are also t ecommetided in

statutory rape cases.

• A new trend, according to one-third of
the prosecutors, is the court ordering
that the male participate in "parental
respo3isihilit\ " classes.

Other Issues

• A majcPfity of the [prosec utors have
rec[uestecl fetal tissue testing to obtain
evidence cpf [Palernii)' (and thus prove a
crime has been committed); and a

majority have [presented DNA and cpther
medical evidence at trial.

• Halfof the piosecotcprs liave a childsu[Pport
enfcprcement unit in their office and

halfdtp not; most report no sharing of
information in these cases between

[Prosecution and child support oirices.

• A majority of [Prosecutors participate in
a mullidisci[plinar) team a[P[proach in
which aclicpus in cases cpf child sexual

abuse are guided ipy a community of
[Professionals from dillerent disciplines
(including law enloicernetU, scpcial ser-
vicesAhild [protective ser\'ices. medicine,
tnenial health, and related [professionals)
as a[P[pr(P[priate to the case.



Discussion

Fiom the findings \vc can gain an
insight into what tfic criminal Justice sys
tem views as "lielps and hindrances" to
responding to sexual relationships
between adults and young teenagers. /

Statutory Rape Prosecutions and Teen

Pregnancy. Probably the most interesting
finding is that, in spile of new legislation
and tlie call foi- stepped-up enforcement
elforts, deterrence of teen pregnancy is not
generally the goal of pmsecuting adult males
in sexual relationships with young teen girls,
lliis may be because law enfoicement atid
prosecutors do not agree with legislative
and executive pronouncements that the
criminal justice system should be used to
reduce teen pregnancy. It may be because
that goal has yet to reach the rank and file;
alternatively, prosecutors may not believe
teen pregnanc)' reduction to bea reasonable
outcome of |)ro5ecution. This point is
etnphasiz.ed again fixmi our findings that
piegnancy may increase a prosecutor's
willingness to file chatges primarily because
there is then physical piTK)fof the lelationshiji,
not for the fact of ptegtiancy alone.

Prosecutorlal Discretion. Piosecntois

exercise discretion in deciding whether or
not to accept a statutory rape case for
prosecution. It must be pointed out that
prosecutors exercise discretion in deciding
whether to accept any crime for pix)seculion.
During their deliberations, a prosecutor
will look at a variety of factors, including;
the victim's cooperation and credibility;
whether there is a supportive family; the
nature of the disclosure; pliysical or corrob
orating evidence; witnesses to the crime;

who is the defeiulant; is theie a confession,

and so oti. For sexual assault cases, they
will also consider the victitn's consent, sexual

history, and age (and how the girl's age
relates to the clefetKlant's age).

Otiter discretionary decisions include
what chatges will lie filed (felon)' xs. misde
meanor, degree of felony or misdemeanor),
whether incaiceration or probation (or a
combination) is the appropriate outcome,
and what conditions will be placed on the
defeiulant (including treatment and fines).
These decisions will be based on the

defendant's criminal record. suital)ility for
treatment, and willingness to cooperate

with the case (conlessioii. admission of

paternity). Again, the decisions made in
these cases under the prosecutors' discretion
are no different than the considerations

made in cases involving nonsexual crimes.

Uncooperative Victims. 1he giiTs lack of
cooperation in prosecuting a man wlioin she
believes to be her boyfriend is not unusual
in the annals of criminal prosecution.
Recantation of sexual abuse disclosures is

fie(|uent enough in child sexual abuse cases
that prosecutors have learnetl to respond
with rapport-Iniilding and referral to ser\ices.
Domestic violence cases ate analogoits as
well, wheie an adult victim of battering often
refuses to press charges against her batteter.
Reluctant victims ami reluctant witnesses

present challenges in dr ive-by shootings,
car-jackings and other- nonsexual ( rimes.

Pr-osecutor s have tools available to assist

them in working with a teen girl xvho is
reluctant to agree to prosecution. One of
the most frcc|uently itsed tools is "vertical



prosecution," a process by which the same
attorney handles lite case from the time it
comes into the oHice through the disposition.
Vertical prosecution is used (Veqtientiy in
sexual abuse cases where trust bet:\veen a

victim and prosecutor must be built slowly
and over time. Vertical prosecution allows
the girl and the attorney to gel to know each
other, and gives the prosecutor an oppor
tunity to build rapport with her. Another
tool is bringing in a victimAvitness advocate,
who may be an employee of the district
attorney's oHlce, or who may be a separate
community-based agency employee. The
role of these advocates is to guide the girl
tluough the process, refer her to whatever
services are deemed appropriate, and help
decide what is in the best interest of the girl.
Our respondents told us, however, that they
am only moderately successful in convincing
a young teen girl that prosecution is some
thing she should pursue.

Lack of Societal Support for Prosecuting

Statutory Rape. Mnally, one universal theme
is that citizens do not take statutory rape
cases seriously. This may be because
teenage girls make poor impressionson
the stand; because young teenage girls try
so hard to look and act older that jurors
.sympathi/e with the male; because the
younger woinaid>lder male relationship is
not seen as abnormal; or for other reasons.

Irrespective of the reason(s), prosecutors
point out that a lot of their efforts in pros
ecuting statutory rape cases are going into
juror education that: the law says these
relationships ate illegal; the girl cannot
give her consent; and mistaking the girl
for someone older is not usually a defense.

Recommendations

1 • Police and prosecutors need training
and guidance on handling statutory rape
cases effectively and sensitively.

2. Prosecutors, police agencies, service
proNiders, child support enforcementunits,
and communityybitizengroups should
come together in a jurisdiction-wide Task
Force to improve communications and
understanding of what role the criminal
justice system can play in protecting vul
nerable young girls from unlawful sexual
relationships.

3. More research is needed in several

areas: on reporting these relationships
to authorities, on the males, and on
appropriate sanctions and interventions.



CHAPTER p
\ tVVS(i5>A'!

TEENAGERS TALK:

INTERVIEWS AND FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSIONS

Iiiici-vievvs were coiKliieied and alocus
group convened with a small sample
of six adolescents who, as young teens,

had engaged in sexual relationships with
adult men. The data were collected din ing
a semi-structured one-on-one interview

and a two-hour focus group meeting.

The teens touched on such issues as how

they met their older male partners, how
their families reacted to their relationsiiij^s
or pixignancies, how beneficial or disadvan
tageous they perceived their relationships
to be, aiul whether or not they thought
relationships ol this type should be re|ioried
to law enloixemenl or social seivice agencies.
We cannot conlimi whether these responses
are appliiable to the larger population of
young adole.scents who engage in sexual
relations with adult men; they only represent
the ninge of themes elicited during individual
and focus group inteiwiews. We olTer the
following selected responses, edited for
continuity, below.

I. Background information

Tlie sample of adolescents females
resided in Northern Virginia, Southern
Maryland and Washington, DC. We
asked them to describe their ages, their
children, their sexual partners, how they
met, and what they were like when they
were younger. Here are some responses:

I was a shy little girl. 1 didn't like havitig a
boyfriend, you know, like a relationship. I
was jilaying with liarbie Dolls.

Actually 1 didn't know about condoms or
nothitig. Never had a boyfriend. I was only
12 when I came fto the U.S.], Because I

was always in my house in my country,
never really went outside.

My latest partner is 20 and I got pregnant
— yearsold — have a tlitee year old son....
How we met, we lived in the same building
and his friend introduced him to me as his —

he told his friend that he liked me and every
thing, so that's the way we met....We were
boyfriend atid girlfriend And that was it. I
ran away at 13 from my toother's iiouse
and 1 lived here and I got pregnant.

I'm 19 years old. My boyfriend — my lat
est — he is 29 years old. He's going to be
29 years old and I have a son. I got preg
nant when I was 16....1 go to school....I'm
about to graduate from high school....[I
met him] tinough my step-dad. They're
cousins.... And we're just boyfriend and
girlfriend. Of course, we live together, but
we don't have kids....He's not the father of

my baby....[the father of the baby is]...only
three years older than me, 21 — 22.

[I'm] Sixteen... I'm pregnant....My husband
is eleven years older tlian me. He's 27.
He's a little bit too old for me, but still he's

nice.... [I've been married foi ] three weeks.

/

My baby was seven months old when I met
my older boyfriend.... We were friends for
about six months. We aclually iiave been
together for a year and a half. I told him
about my life, because I told him, you don't
really know me. 1 wanlc'<l to share cveiy-
thing that I've done, so. he could make liis
own opinion. He told me eveiything
about his life. He had sex when he was

11, he said it was a heautifu! experience.
The woman was 40.
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...He was much much older ihan me, but I

never Lliought lie was going to do lliat to me.
But I was young. I was just tr)'ing to find
out my sexuality I guess It was a bad thing
because [it was the] first time...for me, jt
was supposed to be special and it wasn't.
Because I didn't know this guy. My brother
knew him because they were rriends....Bul
in the same way I felt it was kind of my fault
too. Because aftei what happened, I tliought,
1 could have said, no, but I didn't, I let it

happen. I closed my eyes ajid the next
thing I knew eveiything was over. That's
how eveiything started.

II. What Were the Girls'

Family Situations?

The focus group participantswereasked
to describe their families.

...My mom met my dad, she was only 16,
my dad was 45....My dad married my mom
because it was like illegal...[to] not get mar

ried because he was older, much older. So,

you have to get married. Then my dad
disappear[ed]. 1don't know where he is....

....And then 1started living with my uncle.
From tiien on, I started doing my own life.
I didn't really care about my dad. 1 don't
think he was the way he was supposed to
be. Me was supposed to take care of me
and he didn't the way he was supposed to,
I blame it on him and mother. They got
separatedbecause botJi of them was cheating
when I was born. When I was born, my
father had another woman with a baby and
my mother had another man with a baby.

My motlier isnot in this country and 1haven't
seen her since 1was about 3 years old....And

my lather, I'm not too close to tny lather....
[FJvcn though [whenj I came to this coun
try...and 1 started to live with him —...I just
didn't want to live with hitn because 1 didn't

like mystep-mother.Atid then 1left the house
and lived with my uncle. So, 1 don't really
care what my father says, whether he likes
it or not. It's none of his business. He

doesn't say anything, because he knows that
whatever he says, I'm not going to cate. He
hasn't really given me much support when
1 need [it], so why should 1 listen to him.

I don't talk to niy father that much. He's
a wuss. He antl mymom wetedivoiced when
I was thiee. 1 saw him off and on Ibr a while.

I don't like iiim. My brothers like him,
but 1 don't like him.

III. Why Were These Young

Girls Attracted to Adult Men?

Tlie girls talked about being attracted
to men who were mature and who could

provide security.

See, when you don't have a father liguie in
your life and then you have bmthers who
aie 15 [or] 14 atid you have a cousin who is
20 and he looks like a child even liiough
he's in college — he acts likea child — you
don't think that they're responsible enough
to take you seriously. They're tiol going to
pay yourrent, they're not goingto buy you
things for the baby. So, when a man wlio
likes younger women comes to you, (he only
thing they want is sex. And you don't know
that, because they treat you different, they
know how to get to you, you know what I
mean? it's not likeyounger boys, 'llieyjust
mess with you. I've seen young friends, you
know, how they are, they smoke a cigarette
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just to be around a girl, you know. They're
children...They don't know how to talk.
They say, oh, your hair is so pretty.

...I had a boyfriend who was 45 and he was
the most piedous person with me. He never
did nothing wrong to me. He never disre-
sj)ect[ed] me. He never put his hand over
something that I didn't want him to touch.
He asked for permission. He brought me
a lot of things, like books to go to school.
He helped me with my homework.

...Every boy I've come across that's under
the age of 18 or around the age o( 18, they
don't treat me the way I want to be treated.
Because they're still in high school, they're
young-minded.

Wliy |<lon't I date anyone under I8|? Because
boys have a tendency to think that they can
nm arouufl with a whole bunch o( (lilferent

girls, to .see who can do it to the most girls.
And I don't go l()r that. And the older they
are, the more mature they are. This other
boy is 2.8, he got a car, he got his own
house. He don't mess with nobody else.

Ever since I was l-l - 1.5, I just always wanted
to talk to older boys, because I knew they
wotildn'i cheat on itie. l.ike, they have a
car, they could come and drive me around.
Or they had money. They can buy me stulf.

...I know I'm a kid, but I didn't want a kid.

I wauled somebody nioie mature, have moi"e

experience. .Someone who mighl lake me
moie .seriously, in school, what most people
want is maybe to sleep with \ou. I don't
want that. ....Someone that has more expe
rience can tell ycni — it's up to you 11 you

want to listen to them or not, but you can
get a good point ol view from a person
who is older than you.

IV. The impact of the Girls'

Pregnancies and Relationships

with Oider Maies

Pregnancy has many consequences,
including the reactionsof the teen, partner
and the teen's family. Sometimes, the
pregnancy brought the relationship to the
attention of the family for the first time.
Tlieir pregnancies also impacted on their
relationships witli their partners, both
negatively and positively.

Reactiati to Relntionshij) and Pregnancy by
Family Members

The reason my mother docsti'l like me to
date older men is because my dad was
20 years older than her. And he already
had three kids, my three older brothers.
.Shesays an older man wants you to cook
for them, clean, do a lot of things, but they
don't treat you right sometimes. And she's
aliaid that might happen to me. And it
did happen...

My dad, he's not too happy with the idea
because I'm his oldest daughter. And I'm
the only girl. And he was ex])ecting for me
to grow and go to scIukiI. He just has to
accept the idea that it doesn't have to be
like that. He thought I was too young....
[My boyfriend] was asking to move in with
him. My relatives were gelling on my nerves
and they were telling me the)' would send
me back to my tiad and 1 don't want to go
because of my step-mother, so, he says I
could go live with him, so I did.
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Ilie niain n^ason [niy iiioUicr made me move]
was because all her friends and relatives are

from there. And she didn't want people
coming by and saying, oh, your daughtei 's
pregnant, she's only 15. '

....'Hie baby's father, when I call him t\vo
months later to tell him that 1was pregnant,

he said, that baby is not mine. He treat
me like a bitch. He said I was dnnik and I

did ever)'tliitig he wanted me to do. I didn't
.say, no. Tlial hurt my feelings.

My mother wantetl me to have an abortion.
She didn't want tne to have a baby. And
she tried to kick me out of the hou.se. She

packed all of my ihings out....l wrote her a
big letter sayittg that I ....needed her....I don't
want you to kick me out because 1know I've
ilone something wrotig...! have nowhere to
go and I need you....! need some su])pori
from you and I can't go out of your life
just like that. And she saitl, I want you to
have an abortion. And 1\vas already six
months pregnant and 1didn't know it.
And, so, we went to the doctor and she
found out and she said she wanted me to

have an abortion and I .said no, I can't.

I'm not going to have an abortion.

M\ mother was — she was mad. But she

didn't tell me to gel an abortion. She Just
told me, whatever vou want, have the bal)\'
or whate\'er. 1 wanted to ha\'e an abortion,

hut it was loo late. And then 1was going to
give [niv son] u]> for adoption, but I didn't...

My mother watited me to gi\e up my son
for adoption, But when my son came out

of me and she saw him, she started ciyitig,
because he looketl just like me, he have niy
feet, my toes. And he looks kind of like
my mom. And she said — and I was mad
with her — plea.se don't give up your .son
for a<lo|)tion....And I started crying and I
said to my mom — because she used to
humiliate nic when I was pregnatit — ....Uke
to say that 1was ugly. Shesaid, yoti'te getting
too fat, I don't like you, stay out of tny sight,
things like that. Ami then 1iiave my son
and everything changed.

IiiifxKl of hririuinry on Rclolionshif} ivilli
Pariucr

I'm not with my baby's fiither....! did not
finish school because of him. Me wanted

me to he in the house, took for him....I did

not go back to school until this )"ear. I
dropped out for two years. And my baby
hasn't seen his fiither o\'er l()ur)'ears, because
[he] ivill be fbui" in September. He don t
know his father, his lather don't know IhimJ.

I ain't with rny bab) 's lather, because I don t
like him very much. 1le's a wuss....l le was
in college then and he called me because
he had heard 1was pregnant. And he asked
if 1was pregnant and I said, no. He said,
I'm glad I'm not having any kids. I hen he
found out that I was lor real and he called

me back and said wh\' didn't you tell me. 1
said, it isn't any of \'oui' business. 1le said,
well. I'm glad I'm not having a iiaby antl
that ain't mine and I said, all right. line. I
don't care. So, 1 just don't talk to him.
He came to see him once.



Participant 1 if'your son asks wliere is
his (inlicr, what are you going lo tell him?
Participant 2 That his father didn't,

want anything to do with him. I'm not
going to lie to him.
Participant 3 Do you think it would
have made a dill'erence if yoti went to him
and said, guess what, I'm pregnant?
Participant 2 No. l ie's not that type

of person....he would have done the same,
regardless of how I went al)out [it]. He'd
say, well, thai ain't mine, let's go get a
hlood lest, and I wasn't going through all
that. II he wasn't going to claim his baby,
I wasn't going to Ibrce him to. Because
it's like I'm pushing .something on him
that he don't want and it's going to make
me feel like he only around his son out of
pity and thai will look bad t«> my son. So,
I was like forget it, he doesn't want noth
ing to do with it. He's got all my family to
love him, he tlon't need his father. So, I

don't care....l don't want his money. I got
two jobs. I don't need his money.

Participant 1 What are yoti goittg to
tell your baby?
Participant 2 1 told him already.
Because he knows. He's three years old,
he asks about his lather and I say he's fin

another siaU']. working, wluitever. I'm not
goitig to lie. I know latei on, I'm going to
tell him what happened. Because right
now he won't tiiulerstand what hap]>ened
when 1 was I

Participant 1 If your son wants to see

his father, are you going to let him see
him or not?

Participant 2 It's u|) to him whether

or not he want|s| to see him. I don't want

him to. And I'll tell him that, I don't want

you lo see your father, but you can, that's
your choice. I'm not going to say to him,
no you cannot see your father.
Participant 1 What happens il he asks
you did my father tty to help you?
Participant 2 l-le didn't try. He
denied his baby.

When I llrst met |my son's father] il was
good. He said he was going to buy me this,
buy me that. And he was going to be nianied
with me and he was going to do this, do
that....He was 20. 1 thought he was going
to be true. But it's just dilTerent when you
live [with a man] that's older than you.
Because you don't love him. I didn't know
that 1was going lo be pregnant, I didn't
know I was going to gel probably AIDS....

[The baby's fathei j works from Monday to
Sunday. He's a chef. I don't see him, only
at night. Sometimes he fakes a day olTfrom
work. I told him I would work, but he said,

no, you have the baby. He says, I'm the man,
I'm supposed to takecare of you. I let him.
I tried to get a job, but he's like, no, no! I
feel nice because I feel like I have someone

that really takes care of me.

•' Negative Conseqaeiires of lielatmishil>s
xvith Adah Mea

He was veiy strict, didn't want me to go
out, difln'i let me dress the way I used to
dress, he wanted me to wear bagg)' clothes.

Well, he abtised me...when I ditln't do what

he asked me to do. Like I said, he didn't

let me llnish school and he didn't want

me to hang around witii my friends....!
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went back with my niothei- when he started
hitting me....[He hit me because] 1 didn't
like [to] cook, wlieii I wanted to go out he
didn't want me to go out witli my Iriends.

...[H]e don't want me to go out, have Iriends.
He don'twantmymom telling mewhat to do.
He just wanted me to be at home cooking,
cleaning. He didn't care 11 I didn't shave
my legs. He didn't wantme to wearUKike-up,
not even outside. So that means he was

abusive. If I was going to slay witii him for
tiie rest ol'my life, somewhere in that
point, he was going to hit me and I knew
it. So, I'm glad he left Also, he wanted to
hit my son once and we had an argument.

I didn't ask him [about AIDS]. We used
protection. But then when I got pregnant,
we had to get the test. I'm like, if I have it,
it's your fault. And if I have it, I'm going to
have to iiave an abortioti, because 1 don't

want niy kid to come out like that, 1 prcler
not to have them being born with that.
So, we went and took the test and none

of us had it.

I think that everyman that has been around
me, the only thing theywant is sex....l can't
trust nobody after what I've been thixjugh.

Mmlive Consequences ofRelationships with
Adult Men/Pregnancy

Vou can talk about jesponsibilities. I'm under
age since the day I moved in to live with
him, he has always taken caie of me. 'Iliere
hasn't been a daywiiere their's no (bod in
the house, you know. Since 1 got piegnant,
he's paying for all the stud"with tlie clinic.
He has been taking really good care of me.

He has never tried to do nothing bad to

ine. Kspecially, as I told yoit beloie, the
way I used to be an<l the way I am tight now
— ....[1 was] A gangster. II it wassomething
bad, then I would still be the saitie, even

worse. On the contraiy, he's doing some
thing good, because he's tiying — he tried
to get me away from other stud, he has
helped me a lot, to do good things.

I used to hang around, out late with my
friends, g(t out, mess arounrl with some
body....And now I've changed because I'm
a mother. I don't do that stud no more. 1

go out, but not messing around....! used to
cut school evet7 day. And now I don't.
When you have a child, it's just dillerent,
your whole life change|s] antl you can't
do some stuff that you used to do

...Befoie I got ptx.'gnant, I didn't do anything
but like run the streets and smoke weed

and drink all day long. I hat's how we —
every day go to the clubs, go to parties,
slay out til 5 - (i o'clock in the morning.
We'd have bets on who could book the

most boys. We'd just go out, we always
had fun, we'd go driving around all night
and just see whocould book more ijoys.
That's bow we do it and smoke and drink

all day long....[booking is to] Get boys'
phone numbers.... I would still be in the
streets at 4 o'clock in the morning. We'd
sell drugs, I'd still be doing all liiat stuff.
We used to skip school. I didn't gt) to
school for like weeks at a time. We'd go
riding around, smoking weed, getting
drunk, liiat was our schedule all day long
every day. Now, I've got two jobs. I go to
school eveiy day. I missed three days this
whole year. 1go out every once in a while.



bill ii's not like lliai any nioix.* because I clon'l
iiave lime lo, l)e(ausc 1 have so nuich oilier

stnirin my lile lo iiandie. I know il l wenl
oni like I used lo, I'd jusl gel in loo much
iroiible, I'd end ii|) in jail or dead or some-
lliing. Because I've seen people get killed
like rigbl there. 1 saw a boy gel shot right
there. And I know if I was slill doing what
I used to do, 1 could be the one shot or in

a hospital or in jail or something. My son
has changed my life so much, it's crazy.

I think I'm veiy maluie'....because ol the fact
dial I had a child and giown up, you know,
to be more responsible. I do less things tiian
what I used to do when I was younger and
in high school. We used lo go out, have
lull, drink. I have lo work Ibr what 1 want.

I'm glad 1don't have IIIV. I'm trying to take
care of myself for him (baby]. I'm trying
to research my insides, so I could kind of
know what I like and what I don't like. And

to learn about my body and the things that
I leei and how lo gel iliern out, not drink
ing, not using drugs, not sleeping with a
lot ol jieople, not u))selting my mother.

,...1 don't wani to have another baby. 1Just
have one hope, after I gradnale, I'm going
back lo my country. 1 think everything is
going to be diirereni. 1want lo go away
by nn'self.

Y/TT? r.'7TTT;T: •,

V. Reporting of the Girls'

Sexual Relationships

Prosecutors interviewed for this project
identified reluctant victims as the most

pressing barrier to holding adult men
accountable for their sexual involvement

with young teengirls. Andservice providers
voiced strong concern about the "chilling
effect" reportingwould have on girls' will
ingness to remain in service delivery pro-
gi-ams ifthey knew their adult boyfriends
would be reported to authorities. The
focus group discussions addressed these
issues, and provided two possible explana
tions for the girls' reluctance: (1) the void
in tlieir lives pixiduced if their male partners
were incarcerated; and (2) the conflict
caused when controlling and abusive men
re-enter their lives as visiting fathers.
Adolescents who opposed prosecution of
adult men indicated they did not want the
father of their children incarcerated, and

they were alsoconcerned prosecution
would give men from whom they had
escaped"a reason" to return. Likewise,
adolescents did not see the pracdcal nature
of sending the men to jail:

You know, because of the police, my baby
would end up not having his latheraround.
/

Even though the bfiylriends 1 hati got on
my ncn'es, I wouldn't rat them tint.

I would iiol tell llieiii anything....Because I
(lon'l like police. I liey arrest people for the
wrong reasons....|If ii ivasn'l reptirled by the
girl| lillien olnioush that person didn't want
lo tell llieni....l know il the police came to
me...I'd say, well, dial's none of yon all's
business....| 1 woukln'l report even to get
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tliik! suj)|)c)Hj...l)oauist' 1don l waiil anylliin.i;
fix)!!! liini. I'ni doing line on niy own. I don't,
need aiiylliing [ix)in him. Because my tnom,
she's been pushitig that since tlayone....Yeah,
go get child support from inm. I'br what?
I don't need his money. He is nothing to
nie. As far as I'm concerned, he's nothing

to me or my son. I don't want him to see
him, I don't want him around him. I don't

want anything from iiim. I don't want him
to have anything to do with me. I want him
to have no reason to call my house, come
in my house, anything like that. I don't
care about iiitn.

It cmises moiie pioblems than what'snecessaiy.
That means that he's goitig to be dragged
to court, then I'm probably going to have
to come in or say something to somebody
and then it's going to go oti lor months
and months and months. And that's going
to cause mote complications in in)' lile.

I don't know. See that was the thing that I

was kind ol tilraid ol, because we li\e in a

hou.se with my husbatid's cousins and like
his cousins, okay, they do cra/y stull and
the police sometimescomes and looks for
them and be asking stull about them.
Kveiy time the police come to the house —
...what am I going to say. I'm not in school,
not with my parents, I'm with someone
who's a lot older than me. It will be haid

lor me. because it's not like I'm with hiiti

because he's Icming me to be with him I'm
with him because I'm happy with him and
I like the way it is l)eing with him. 11' the
police wete to do that, practically they would
be doing something bad. Because eveti il
it was three weeks ago. \'on know, I was

pregnant lhree w»-eks. And. \»mi know,
because ol the police. ...m\ bai)) would end
up not iiaving his lather around. And I
wouldn't like thai too much. Ihey don't catx;.
It'll tnake il wot se....ll makes things worse.

Especially il'you talk to a social wotker.

Yeah, if they star t getting involved, gelling
other people to tell how your lile is. They
tiy to line! other pc^o|)le who's with you to
tell \'ou the stories....And that doesn't e\en

help. The onh cvay I would get somebody
involved is only if it's an abuse case and that
it's iiappening right now. But with some
thing that happened a long time ago — I'm
linewith the person I'm with and why should
1gel somebod) imolved.

Some Last Words

Participant 1 But what I've seen—you

all that don't live with the guy — it's like
even though — they done bad siull to you
and everything. But also I'xe seen that you
have one ihing to thank them liir. Because
il it wasn't lor the kicks, you would still ire
the same as \ou were l)el()re....'rhey did
something had to nou. hut you got you

something good out ol it.
Participant 2 I wisii not that soon.

Participant 3 Maybe that's the only
thing that would ha\e made \<)U change.



Several ihemes were exploied with
all partic ipaius in the research:
the lile ciRnnistai^ces ol the young

teen girls; descriptions of the adult men
involved with young teen girls; tiie societal
context l()rihe sexual relationships; leporting
sexual relationships to authorities; and
teenagers' cooperation with authorities.

Life Circumstances

riiere were several areas of agt eeineni
across the iindings, primarily with respect
to tile lile circumstances of the girls. Both
the -setvice pn>viders and teenagersdescribed
single-jiarent families, lack ol a consistent
or |)ositive father-llgure, early cliihihood
sexual molestation, dysfunction in the fami
lies, and inteigenerational teen motherhood.
I'he prosecutors, service providers and
teenagei s all discus.sed the impact of the
culture of origin on parental or community
tolerance ibr teen/iduli relationshijis. Theie
was one aiea of disagieement — whileservice
pioviders repot ted that tJieie is much lamilial
sui<port for these lelationships, the teenagers
reported iheii mothers were unhappy with
the lelationship or pregnancy.

The Men and the Relationships

Biosecuiors and se^ '̂ice providers described
the most common ielationshi|)s as primarily
between girls approximately H years old
and males in their 2l)s. .Service [iroviders
and teens agreed (hat security (money, a
])lace to Slay) altiat Is young teens to adult
men, hetause ohler men may oiler the teens
a more positive situation than the home
they come from. Most of the men were
described acioss the findings by prosecutors
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SYNTHESIS OF FINDINGS

and piovidersas controlling and emotionally
abusive, but also as coming from similar
cittiimstances as the teen girls. Relationships
were described as more or less short term,

often ending during or immediatelyfollowing
a biith. However, some j)ix)viders, pn:)sec\ttors
and teensrlid rej)oi l men whoweie employed,
supportive, and who had functional, con
tinuing relationships with their young teen
partners aiul any olfspring; these men weie
described as exceptions to the rule.

Social Response

Both prosecutors and service providers
discussed (he larger social context in which
these relationships take place, but they had
alternative aj)proaches to addressing the
issue. Prosecutors said that prosecution
sends a message to communities and may
leduce the number of unlawful relationships,
while service providers believe more
education (on sex and lelalionships) plus
counselingand employment support for
girlsand boys are better tools for prevention.
In addition, while prosecutors report that
juries often hold these cases in disregard,
many reports to law enforcement and child
protective services are from parents and
school/hiedical personnel

Response by Authorities

About halfour prosecutors rej)orted they
take almost all or most of the cases that are

brotight to their attention, but service
provitlers say their reports are often ignored
or laughetloff. In addition, setvice pixwiders
are concerned about the "chilling effect"
of reporting tlie relationship to govemmental
agencies, and the teens confirm that agency



intfrlcrcTice in ilieir rclatinnshi]) would
jcopardi/e pajlicipalion in llio programs
designed lo help llieni.

Cooperation with Authorities
I

Prosecutors and seiTice providers report
iliese girls do not see themselves as "victims"
and are llierelbre uttcooperative in te'porting
to child pix)leciion or ti iminti] justice agencies.
The teens disclosed very s]jeci(]c reasons
for not wanting to cooperate, including the
void left in their lives if the male is incar

cerated and the condict caused when con-

trolling/ahiisive men re-enter their lives by
paying child support and getting to visit
with their kids.

CONCLUSION

To deal effectively with the issue of
adult men in sexual relationships with
young teen girls, public policies must
focus on older men who seek out these

relationships; parents must become more
aware of ways they can protect girls from
sexual exploitation; and die media must
do more to promote societal disdain of
May-December romances involving chil
dren who, developmentally and chrono
logically, are too young to be havingsex.

There must be accountability for
men sexually involved with young teens,
rather than the impunity they have his
torically been afforded.

We hope this report helps raise pub
lic and professional awareness of this
complex social problem.
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